
Father’s Day 
Father Knows Best 

 
June 16, 2019  Page 1 
Dr. Keva Green  

First United Methodist Church – Cedar Hill, Texas 

The righteous man leads a blameless life; blessed are his children after him. – Proverbs 20:7 
 

Part I – Father Knows Best & Our Fathers 
 Last week I preached about Answered 
Prayer and we talked about what Scripture says 
about the “conditions for” and “hindrances 
against” God answering our prayers. And we 
also looked at the fact that sometimes we may 
be crying out to God to either give us 
something or to do something in our lives that 
may not really be the very best thing for us.  
 I saw some pictures on FB that 
reminded me of last week’s sermon and they 
are a great lead into this week.  Take a look – 
the title was “Reasons why my tiny human is 
crying:” (pictures of children crying)… 
I wonder if some of the things I am crying 
about to God might fit in the same arena as 
some to those. Thank goodness for unanswered 
prayers and that we have a wise, loving Father 
who knows what is best for us.   

When I was a child, I used to love 
coming home after school and watching reruns 
of an old TV show called “Father Knows Best.”  
It was a sitcom about this classic wholesome 
family – father, mother, and three children, 
living in Springfield.  Each episode would 
usually begin with father coming in from work 
saying, “Margaret, I’m home.” Then he would 
put down his briefcase, take off his hat and his 
coat, put on his comfortable sweater, kiss his 
wife and children and be ready to deal with the 
everyday problems of his busy family.  And of 
course, no matter how challenging or exciting 
that episode’s problems might be, Father 
always had wise advice on how to handle it so 
that everything was resolved by the end of the 
half-hour show.  It was a wonderful illustration 
of a strong father figure. 
 As we come together in this sanctuary 
on this Sunday, this Father’s Day, we may all 
have a little different view of fathers depending 
on our own situation.  To be honest, I was a 
“Daddy’s Girl” and I thought my father was 

even more magnificent than the one betrayed on 
“Father Knows Best.”  And I know that is the 
same for others of you here today – you 
recognize how blessed you have been in your 
life to have the man that you called Daddy.  Yet 
I am also aware that some of you may get a 
knot in your stomach right now as you think of 
your father because the man in your bloodline 
did not act in a way that honored God and your 
dad was not as loving and kind as he should 
have been.  May you take comfort in knowing 
that your Heavenly Father is fully aware of your 
experiences and He loves you dearly.  Also, 
there are some of you in this room today who 
are fathers and I pray that you have been and 
will continue to be men of faith who are loving, 
godly fathers.  

We keep our eyes on our Heavenly 
Father as our role model. And maybe by 
comparing earthly fathers to our Heavenly 
Father we can grasp a better idea of how we 
personally need to be living our lives. 
Part II – Heavenly Father Guidance 
 You know, we have a Heavenly Father 
who knows exactly what is best for all of his 
children. Yet there are times when we as tiny 
humans think we know what is best and what 
we want. In 1 Samuel chapter 8 the Israelites 
are saying that they want a king.  They look 
around and see that other nations have a king 
and they want what everyone else has. The 
prophet Samuel knows that is not a good idea 
and talks to the Lord about it and the Lord tells 
Samuel to go back and warn the people that 
what they think they really want is not the best 
thing for them.  Samuel goes back and lists out 
all the things that will happen if they got what 
they are requesting.  And then in verse 19 it 
says that “the people refused to listen. ..No!” 
they said. “We want a king over us. Then we 
will be like all the other nations, with a king to 
lead us and to go out before us and fight our 
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battles.”  They were saying -we want to be like 
everyone else! So, do any of you hear your 
father’s voice say, “Just because your friends 
jump off a cliff are you going to jump?” 
 By the way, in verses 21 and 22 Samuel 
goes back to the Lord and says, “I tried to warn 
them, but they want a king.” And so the Lord 
answered, “Listen to them and give them a 
king.” Sometimes we get what we ask for. 
Part III – Earthly Father Guidance 
 I’m reminded of when my daughter was 
little that she did not like anything hot – so she 
did not like cinnamon gum or if she saw a 
single black speck on food, she worried that 
you put pepper on it and she certainly did not 
like anything spicy.  When she was about 4 or 5 
we went to a Mexican restaurant with a group 
of people. If it had just been our family, we 
would have chosen somewhere else to eat, but 
we figured there was something on the menu 
we could get her.  She loved french fries and 
ketchup, so we had ordered her some.  They 
brought the french fries, but since it was a 
Mexican food place they did not have ketchup 
on the table and she was not patient enough to 
wait for the waitress, after all there were lots of 
those little bowls on the table with what she 
thought looked like ketchup and everyone else 
was dipping chips in it so it must be good. So, 
she got one and was just about to pour it on her 
fries.  Her father and I tried desperately to stop 
her and explain that she would not like it. But 
she was convinced she wanted it and no amount 
of warning her was going to change her mind. 
Finally, her father said, “OK, just try a teeny 
tiny bit to see if you like it.” And LeeRand 
picked up the bowl and dumped the entire bowl 
of hot sauce on her french fries. 
 Now we would never do that would we? 
After all, she was just a child. We are wiser 
than that. If our earthly father and especially if 
our Heavenly Father was directing us – we 
would listen. Right? 
Part IV – Praying for Answers 

 I find it fascinating that we have enough 
faith in God to pray for his help and his 
direction, but yet not enough faith to trust him 
sometimes when we do get an answer. 
 There is a passage in Jeremiah 42:3 
where a group of people come to the prophet 
Jeremiah and say, “Pray that the Lord your 
God will tell us where we should go and what 
we should do.”  That sounds like a reasonable 
request – asking God for guidance.  That should 
be our prayer and we can pray directly to the 
Lord.  Back in that time you would take your 
prayer request to the prophet and the prophet 
would go to the Lord for you. In verse 4 
Jeremiah replies to the people, “I have heard 
you. I will certainly pray to the Lord your God 
as you have requested; I will tell you everything 
the Lord says and will keep nothing back from 
you.” And listen closely to what the people say 
in verses 5 and 6. “May the Lord be a true and 
faithful witness against us if we do not act in 
accordance with everything the Lord your God 
sends you to tell us. Whether it is favorable or 
unfavorable, we will obey the Lord our God, to 
whom we are sending you, so that it will go well 
with us, for we will obey the Lord our God. 
 Yet if you continue reading chapter 42 
and 43 what you discover is that even though 
they took the effort to have prayers lifted to the 
Lord and they said beforehand that they would 
trust whatever answer came back, that when 
they really did get the answer and it wasn’t the 
one they expected or wanted then they just said 
forget it we don’t trust that answer. And they 
deliberately went against what God was telling 
them to do… and they ended up paying the 
penalty with their lives. Their heavenly Father 
knew what was best for them and was trying to 
guide them but they would not listen! 
Part V – Listening and Trusting 
 Of course, often God tries to guide us 
even if we don’t specifically ask for direction.  
But it often falls on deaf ears because we think 
we know better or can figure it out on our own.  
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Let’s be honest, it is sort of like a guy putting 
together IKEA furniture – it doesn’t matter that 
there are detailed instructions with pictures on 
how to do it, they usually think they are smart 
enough to figure it out.  Or a guy driving some 
place and refusing to ask for directions – even 
though it is obvious that they are lost.  Of 
course, this isn’t always just a male thing, all of 
us may have those times where we are too 
proud to listen to anyone else. 
 I see those times where we pray to God, 
yet we don’t seem to trust that God heard our 
prayers or that he is really answering them.  Yet 
we just need to relax and know that after we 
have given something to God that he is really 
taking care of things for us…even if it is not the 
way we expect. 
Part VI – Hairs on our Head 
 In 2009 I moved back to Texas from 
England.  I got back on July 1 and my son was 
getting married on August 1. It felt like a 
whirlwind trying to get everything ready.  We 
were going to have the wedding at Lovers Lane 
UMC where I had served prior to my going 
over to England for four years. I, along with a 
clergy friend, was going to be doing the service. 
My big prayer through all of this was just, 
“Lord, please take care of all of the details.” 
With just moving back to the states and a new 
job and trying to find a place to live and buy a 
car and getting ready for the wedding – I was 
overwhelmed.  And I knew I was trying to 
juggle so many things that some would get 
dropped and so I just kept praying “Lord, 
handle the details, especially the details of this 
wedding.” 

We had a quick rehearsal on Friday evening 
so everyone would know where they were to 
stand and what they were supposed to do during 
the wedding.  The next day, all the girls were 
supposed to get their hair done.  Someone I did 
not know was doing my hair and I was too busy 
trying to make some notes about what I would 
say in the marriage ceremony that I was not 

paying any attention to what they were doing. I 
knew that the guy had pinned it up in the back 
and then coated it with lots of hair spray.  When 
he said it was all finished, I looked in the mirror 
and just started crying. I know it may sound so 
silly to most of you, but he had parted my hair 
on the wrong side. I always part it on the right 
side! And he had parted it on the left side and it 
just looked wrong.  And all I could think was, 
“Heavenly Father, you were the one who was 
supposed to handle all the details! If you loved 
me, you would have at least gotten my hair 
right!” 

 The guy who had fixed my hair was 
shocked by my hysterical crying and he offered 
to change it, but there wasn’t time.  So, I would 
just have to wear my hair like this.  When we 
started the service, I remembered something 
about that sanctuary that I had forgotten. You 
see, the Lovers Lane sanctuary is literally a 
stained-glass box and the chancel area is like a 
wooden structure set inside it and there are 
some powerful air conditioning units that blow 
out a couple of vents on either side of the 
chancel area. If you stand in front of the vents it 
feels like you are standing in front of jet.  In 
fact, we used to laugh about when I had served 
as an Associate Pastor at that church in the past, 
that when I was the one to go down to get the 
offering plates from the ushers and then take 
them to the altar at the back of the chancel area, 
that when I would walk past that point where 
the vents were blowing that my long hair would 
all fly up in the air for about three steps until I 
got past it and then would come back down.  Of 
course, it was not an issue for the guys on the 
staff, it just felt like a cool refreshing breeze.  
But you could always hear the congregation 
snicker when I went past it. 

 But I had totally forgotten about the 
vents and they had not been turned on for the 
rehearsal the night before.  But when the 
wedding began Stan, the other minister and I 
took our places in the center of the chancel and 



Father Knows Best 
 

 
June 16, 2019  Page 4 
Dr. Keva Green    

First United Methodist Church – Cedar Hill, Texas 
 

the moment I did I remembered the vents.  And 
thank goodness the guy who had fixed my hair 
had pinned it up and had parted it on the wrong 
side, because I was standing near the vent on 
the left side so that my hair was aeronautically 
correct.  And all I could do was stand there and 
smile and thank my Heavenly Father over and 
over in my head for taking care of details.  He 
knew what was best. If I had done it my way 
my hair would have been down long and parted 
the way I usually did, and it would have all 
been blowing all over the place.  Yet I realized 
that not only does God know the number of 
hairs on our head, but he also knows what side 
to comb them.  (pause – blank slide) 
Part VII – A Father Who Cares 
 You know, we are so blessed to have a 
Heavenly Father who loves us so much that he 
watches out for us and cares for us.  He wants 
the best for us.  He wants to have a relationship 
with us.  He wants to be a loving father who 
cares for his children…even down to the 
details. 
 All of those great images that we see 
with a loving father caring for his little children 
we can see in God caring about us.  If we allow 
him to, he will hold us by the hand and guide us 
in the way that is right for us.  He’ll hold his 
arms out to us for us to jump in to and we can 
have the confidence in knowing that he will 
always catch us.  We can run to his safe arms 
when we are frightened, and he will hold us 
tight. And just like the picture on the front of 
the bulletin he wants to be our foundation and 
to sit us on his shoulders and allow us to 
experience all that there is in this world and the 
world beyond. 
 My grandson, Boston, just turned 3 
years old and when he wants to be picked up he 
will come to you and look up and say, “Hold 
you!”  And your heart just melts as you reach 
down and pick him up and hold him tight.  
There is nothing that our Heavenly Father 

enjoys more than for us to turn to him and say, 
“Hold you!” 
 Whether it is our watching God and 
learning how to be the best that we can be or 
our turning to the Lord God Almighty and 
knowing that we can always depend on him, 
either way we are blessed to have an amazing 
Heavenly Father who knows what is best and 
who loves us, guides us, teaches us, holds us, 
and is with us forever and ever. Amen. 
  
 


