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“Until now you have not asked for anything in my name.  
Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete.” – John 16:24 

______________________________________________________________________
Part I – Sermon Series – Beyond Belief 
 Today is our last sermon in the Sermon 
Series- Beyond Belief. And what we have 
attempted to do throughout this series is to 
recognize that we need to step beyond our 
belief. We cannot just remain standing on the 
curb or on the sidelines and profess that we 
believe, instead we have to step out and actually 
live that faith in everything we do.  
 And we cannot just assume that in our 
human wisdom we automatically know what it 
means to believe and follow Jesus Christ. That 
is why we have been really digging through 
Scripture to make sure we understand the truth 
from God about what our belief should be based 
on. Our foundation has to be the Word of God, 
the Bible. 
 So once again, I am going to suggest 
that you grab a pen and make a note of the 
location of the scriptures that we cover today. 
For those of you who have gotten in the habit of 
doing that, it sounds like it has been a blessing 
for you to be able to go back and read through 
those scriptures and spend time with the Lord. 
Believe me, I want to help you any way that I 
possibly can so that you are equipped and aware 
of how to experience all that God has for you.  
 Today we are looking at answered 
prayers and I would think all of us want our 
prayers answered and so we would want to 
know as much as we possibly can about what 
God says about answering those prayers. 
 Let me ask you, when you pray do you 
pray with confidence expecting God to answer. 
Or does it just feel like one of those habits that 
you have gotten in to where you say the same 
things every time and it is just part of the 
niceties or obligations that you do ever so often. 
A prayer before a meal or a quick prayer before 
you go to sleep, but nothing of substance. It is a 

quick acknowledgement of God – but certainly 
is not representative of a strong prayer life or a 
close relationship with the Lord. 
 Or maybe you are one of those foxhole 
prayers. You know, one of those individuals 
who never even thinks about God until it gets to 
be a life and death, critical situation and then 
your prayers are definitely sincere because you 
are crying out to God in desperation to rescue 
you. 
 I think some people imagine that if God 
does exist that he is far away and much more 
concerned with more important issues, so why 
bother taking it to the Lord in prayer. Do you 
really believe that God hears you and is going 
to answer your prayers? 
Part II – What Jesus says about Prayer 
 So, what is Jesus’ opinion of prayer? 
Well apparently, Jesus thought that prayer was 
critical for himself and for his ministry because 
throughout the Gospels we see Jesus praying. 
Luke 5:16 says Jesus often withdrew to lonely 
places and prayed. So, he recognized the value 
of having time alone to focus his prayers and 
talk and listen to God the Father. 
 He knew it was important to pray for 
other people. Matthew 19:13 – says Then little 
children were brought to Jesus for him to place 
his hands on them and pray for them. And look 
at many of the miracles where he prayed for 
someone or for the situation. We even see in 
scripture where he prayed to the Heavenly 
Father for us, those who believe in him. In John 
17:9 he says – I pray for them. I am not praying 
for the world, but for those you have given me, 
for they are yours. 
 And Jesus prayed with others. Luke 9:28 
says that Jesus took Peter, John and James with 
him and went up onto a mountain to pray. He 
knew the value of praying with others. And 
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those first disciples who were with him learned 
how important it is to join together in prayer – 
Acts 1:14 says They all joined together 
constantly in prayer. 
 But in addition to Jesus demonstrating 
how important prayer was in his life, he also 
promised us that if we would pray “in his 
name” that he would answer our prayers. John 
16:24 – Until now you have not asked for 
anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, 
and your joy will be complete. 
 And he told us that we needed to have 
confidence when we pray and believe that our 
prayers will be answered. Mark 11:24 – 
Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in 
prayer, believe that you have received it, and it 
will be yours. How amazing is that?! And in 
Matthew 7:7-8 Jesus said – “Ask and it will be 
given to you; seek and you will find; knock and 
the door will be opened to you. For everyone 
who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to 
him who knocks, the door will be opened.”  

Does anybody else find that astounding that 
the Creator of the Universe, the Lord God 
Almighty, loves us so very much that he wants 
to be in relationship with us and will even allow 
us to speak directly to him and he speaks to us 
in a variety of ways, and he will even allow us 
to ask things in prayer and he has given us his 
assurance that he will answer our prayers?  That 
is overwhelmingly spectacular!!! There is so 
much power in prayer! 
Part III – Conditions of Answered Prayer 

So…what are some important conditions for 
answered prayer. After all, you can absolutely 
pray about anything you want but what does 
God say is important in order for our prayers to 
be answered. 

I wish we had more time to really delve into 
this rich promises and relationship and 
closeness that God is offering us. But let me 
just guide you to go back and read John 15 
where Jesus is talking about the fact that he is 
the vine and we are the branches. And in red 

letter words Jesus is saying abide with me, stay 
connected to me, as long as you remain close to 
me and focused on me you will be astonished at 
all that I will be doing in your life. Because 
when we are connected to Jesus and constantly 
thinking about him and living our life for him, 
then his life power is just continually flowing 
into us and giving us guidance and wisdom and 
it is as if we are one with the Lord.  And Jesus 
says in John 15:7 – If you remain in me and my 
words remain in you, ask whatever you wish 
and it will be given you.  

In the first place, when you are remaining 
“in Jesus” then you already have this deep 
understanding from the Lord of what is of real 
value and important in life and you are probably 
already doing God’s will and acting obediently 
as he guides you and so probably what you are 
thinking you want and wishing for is right in 
line with the blessings that God wants for you. 
There is a great scripture in Psalm 37:4 –
Delight yourself in the Lord and he will give 
you the desires of your heart. How wonderful it 
is that God will give us the desires of our 
hearts. But notice it is a two-part scripture, an 
if-then statement, if we do our part – then God 
will do his part. Our part is to delight ourselves 
in the Lord – spend time with him, enjoy his 
company, get to know him and when we do 
that, he will give us the desires of our heart. 

I also want to point out our Memory Verse 
for this week that is in your bulletin, 1 John 
5:14 – This is the confidence we have in 
approaching God: that if we ask anything 
according to his will, he hears us. Notice one of 
the conditions of answered prayer is that he 
hears our requests when we are asking 
“according to his will.” God is a good, wise god 
who wants the best for us and so he hears us 
when we are asking for those things that match 
up with his good, pleasing and perfect will. God 
will not answer evil requests – it is against his 
nature and who he is.  But he will hear us when 
we ask according to his will. And the next verse 



Answered Prayer 
 

 
9 June 2019  Page 3 
Dr. Keva Green    

First United Methodist Church – Cedar Hill, Texas 
 

says, (15) And if we know that he hears us – 
whatever we ask – we know that we have what 
we asked of him. 
Part IV – Hindrances to Prayer 
 But just as there are conditions that 
assure our prayers are answered, there are also 
hindrances to our answered prayers. 
 In the first place, if you don’t pray then 
certainly your prayer is not going to be 
answered. The end of James 4:2 says You do 
not have, because you do not ask God. 
 But pay attention also to the next verse – 
James 4:3 – When you ask, you do not receive, 
because you ask with wrong motives. 
Remember God knows your every thought and 
he knows your heart. So, if you are asking with 
wrong motives then according to this verse you 
will not receive what you ask for. 
 Also, the unrepented sin in your life can 
put up a wall between you and God so that he 
will not listen to your requests. Psalm 66:18 – If 
I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would 
not have listened. 
Part V – God Gives Good Gifts 
 Yet God wants so much to give us good 
things. He wants us to be confident in asking 
and then for him to bless us and for us to 
recognize that it came from him out of his love 
for us. If you are a parent, you know how it is 
with your children that you want to be able to 
give gifts to them. Matthew 7:9-11 – it talks 
about if your son asked you for bread you 
would not hand them a stone or if they ask for a 
fish you would not give them a snake. And then 
it goes on to say (11) If you, then, though you 
are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your Father in 
heaven give good gifts to those who ask him! 
 So, look at this verse, God is telling you, 
if you ask for good gifts, I will give them to 
you. But let me ask you, how do you think God 
would respond to a request for something that 
he knew would be bad for you? Do you think he 
would give it to you anyway just to make you 

happy even if he knew in the long run that it 
would be really bad for you? Would you hand a 
toddler a snake if they were crying for it and 
really, really wanted it? Remember, sometimes 
we need to thank God for unanswered prayers 
and when he saves us from our wrong choices. 
 And what do you think God would do if 
he knew the answer would be better for us at 
another time? If it is the wrong time, God 
protects us by not giving us what we are 
requesting right at that moment. Thank 
goodness God knows the perfect time for 
everything!  
 It is so incredible that we have this 
loving, gracious, glorious God who is 
constantly watching over us. In fact, why would 
we ever worry about anything – because God is 
always with us, he watches over us, and we can 
take anything that is bother us to him in prayer. 
Philippians 4:6-7 – Do not be anxious about 
anything, but in everything, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God. And I want you to hear the 
next verse of what happens when you take those 
requests to God. (7) – And the peace of God, 
which transcends all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
God is good! 
Part VI – ACTS 
 To be honest, there is so much more that 
I would love to point out from God’s Word 
about prayer. We’ll have to plan on another 
sermon or teaching time where we can look at 
some of the other great aspects that God says 
about prayer. But instead, I want to use the last 
couple of minutes this morning to give you 
something practical that may be helpful to your 
prayer life. It is nothing new so some of you 
may have used this before, but it is always great 
to have a reminder. And for some of you it may 
really strengthen your prayer time to have this 
structure. 
 Unfortunately, for a lot of individuals 
their prayer life consists of just giving God their 
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grocery list of what they want God to do. They 
tend to treat God as a genie or the great vending 
machine in the sky. “This is what I want so now 
answer my prayer.” 
 Yet as we have looked at this morning, 
part of prayer is abiding with God and being in 
relationship with the Lord. So this method of 
praying helps to encompass all areas of our 
relationship and not just trying to get God to 
meet our desires. It is simply praying the word 
ACTS. 
 A stands for Adoration and means you 
begin by reflecting on who God is and praising 
him for his love, his power and majesty, and his 
wonderful gift of Christ. I like to state the 
various names for God, so I remember the 
vastness of who the Lord is. You are the Lord 
God Almighty, my Savior, my strength, the 
Creator of the Universe, Jehovah Rafa – the 
Great Provider, the Great Physician, Wonderful 
Counselor, and the list can go on and on. So 
first you are establishing the fact that you 
recognize who God is and adoring him. 
 The C stands for Confession. After we 
remember who God is then we need to get a 
realistic view of who we are and to recognize 
our sinfulness and unworthiness, and that it is 
only by God’s grace and mercy that we can 
come to him. And so, we confess our sins to 
him. Don’t worry he won’t be surprised, he 
already knows everything we have said and 
done, but when we confess those sins and ask 
for forgiveness then it knocks down that wall 
that we have built between us. And remember, 
as we saw in scripture our sin can cause God 
not to even listen to our prayers, so by 
confessing them and asking for forgiveness then 
we are back in God’s graces where he will 
listen and hear our prayers. 
 The T stands for Thanksgiving. It is 
telling God how very grateful you are for 
absolutely everything in your life. We have so 
much to be thankful for. But let me encourage 
you to not only thank God for the things that are 

obviously good things but thank him even for 
those things that at the time might be painful or 
unpleasant.  God has a purpose for all things 
and can make good come out of all things, so in 
thanking him for everything you open yourself 
up for a deeper understanding of his purposes. 
 And finally, S is for Supplication, (I 
think most of have had lots of practice on this 
part.) This is where we make our requests to 
God. It is OK to ask God for our needs and 
wants, and as we have seen in scripture – as we 
remain close to God and delight ourselves in the 
Lord, then our requests and desires will be in 
line with God’s will. And as we saw Jesus do, 
let’s also make sure that we are praying for 
other people as well. 
Part VII – Conclusion 
 So, I pray that will strengthen your 
prayer life. God truly has given us this amazing 
tool of prayer where we can communicate 
directly with the Lord. There is such 
astonishing power in prayer, if we would only 
take advantage of it! 
 Allow me to close with this prayer from 
Ephesians 3:20-21  that reminds us of who God 
really is and all he is capable of doing if we just 
ask: – Now to him who is able to do 
immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 
according to his power that is at work within 
us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and 
ever! Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

 


